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Working to preserve Lodi’s past for the future
Lodi Historical Society gears
up for 200th birthday by
seeking historic status
By: Nichole Smith
Our history. It’s a subject that is taught
in high schools across America. Knowing
where we came from is as important as
knowing where we are headed, so says
every scholar and historian. And learning
about where we’ve been is what keeps us
sitting at the dinner table, listening to our
grandparents tell about our parents’ youth,
long after the dishes have been cleared
and dessert has been enjoyed. History is
looking through family photo albums and
wondering where time has gone and how
much has changed.
Preserving history is just as important
as learning about it. Without preservation
there is nothing to learn about and no way
to know where you’ve been. That is what
Bill Heffelfinger and the Lodi Historical
Society are trying to achieve. In 2011,
Lodi will celebrate its 200th birthday,
therefore making it the first settlement in
Medina County. That’s no small achievement for a small town. So its no surprise
that Bill and the members of the historical
society want to mark Lodi’s birthday by
getting the downtown listed as a historical
district. However, getting it there will be
no small feat either.
Bill and members of the historical
society are already in planning to have
the railroad depot restored but that’s only
the tip of the iceberg. The restoring of the
railroad depot marked the idea of having
downtown Lodi named a historical district. When you drive through downtown
Lodi, you get a sense of days gone by;
a beautiful gazebo in the circle, shops
along the main road, and people parking
their cars and walking to do their daily
errands.
From the 100-year-old arches that run
at the edge of town to the last remaining
historical buildings in the downtown area,
the revitalization of the community is key
to securing the funds needed to make this
dream a reality. What you won’t see in the
circle as you drive through downtown, is
just how much Lodi is in jeopardy of losing the chance to revitalize the downtown.

What Bill and the others are asking for is
help.
What is needed now, according to Bill,
is interest and a genuine desire to see this
come to fruition. The need for people to
care and get involved in whatever capacity they can is what is most important at
this point. There is a need for fundraising,
donations of time, money, or resources
from businesses and residents, and people
of all ages who can give of their time to
help in whatever way they can.
“Residents who can help us find
grant monies, people who have ideas for
fundraisers or who want to organize them,
and people who can help organize meetings, make phone calls – whatever they
can do – we need it,” Bill said.
Once grant money is secured to aid in
the revitalization, the historical society
will have the funds to bring in contractors and professionals to do the laborious
work. But first the community needs to
rally around the town and show an interest in order to keep Lodi from losing its
heritage.
The ultimate goal is to bring people
back into Lodi for tourism and business.
With the restoring of the depot under way,
Bill is hopeful that people will come to
see the finished depot and stay to visit
the downtown district and all it has to
offer. The small town ideal and lifestyle
is rapidly disappearing and being able to
list downtown Lodi as a historical district
would help prevent this small town from
disappearing like so many others.
One of the major tasks for revitalizing
and preserving Lodi is to find uses for
some of its older buildings. For instance,
The Hower Building, owned by David and
Cynthia Holland, is the oldest building in
the downtown. Unfortunately, the building is in disrepair and needs a lot of work,
something the Hollands aren’t able to do
on their own. As a part of restoring the
Hower Building, the Hollands and Bill are
open to suggestions as to what the building could be used for. The significance
of restoring the Hower Building to its
original beauty is vital to preserving the
downtown area.
So many changes have occurred over
the last 200 years that it’s no wonder Bill
and the other members of the historical
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According to the Lodi Historial Society, the importance of Lodi’s preservation can be seen in
the natural beauty of one of the three historical railroad arches.

society want to preserve and restore what
is left. There is history on every corner
that young people and families aren’t
aware of.
Do you bank at First Merit, or as Bill
called it, The Old Phoenix Bank? If you
have, do you know that you are standing
where a movie theater and diner used to
be? Bill can remember catching a show
and then popping next door for a bite to
eat afterwards. Head back north to the corner where the Subway shop now stands,
in that corner area was a phone company
and across the street was the Taylor Hotel
where the auto dealership is. Even the
brick road that winds around part of the
circle is a part of Lodi’s history.
Bill fears that they won’t be able to
accomplish the task of bringing people
back into Lodi. He worries that people
aren’t as moved as he is about taking care
of the village’s history and preserving it
for the future.
“We need new blood,” he remarked.
Bill commented that they really hope
that the youth of the community, young
families and younger generations, will
take part in the restoration. With only four
years to complete the revitalization, Bill
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Bill Heffelfinger stands in his office holding a historical picture of the Taylor Hotel.

realizes that time is important; residents
and businesses need to come forth now.
No one will be denied an opportunity to
lend a hand.
Anyone interested in contacting Bill
about how they can get involved can
reach him at his office by calling 330-9481250 or for outside the county 1-800-9161234.
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